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Three Cases of Disease in Stone Ages in the
Eastern Mediterranean

Zaidan Kafafi

Abstract

This paper aims at shedding light on three iliness cases; Paraplegia, cerebral
hemorrhage, and tuberculosis. They were encountered at three sites in the Ancient
Near East belonging to the prehistoric eras; Cave Shanidar in Kurdistan/Iraq dated
to a period ranging from (ca. 80000 to 35000 BP), Tell Esultan/Jericho in Palestine
belonging to the Pre-Pottery Neolithic Period (ca. 10500 - 8000 BP) and 'Ain Ghazal/
Jordan dated to (ca. 8000 - 7600 BP).

We believe in order to t understand development of ancient civilizations, the
researcher have to pay more attention to the environment where people started their
settlements. In addition, to study in which way the inhabitants of those settlements
reacted to the climatic and environmental changes and fluctuations.

Key words: environment, pandemics, paraplegia, cerebral hemorrhage, and
tuberculosis.
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